An important message to Watertown parents:

Is The Alcohol In Your Home   EASY FOR KIDS TO GET?
KEEP ALCOHOL

OUT OF

KIDS’ HANDS.
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Watertown students report they

primarily get alcohol from someone else (parents, older siblings or friends) or at a party without an adult present. 
                 

 2009 Watertown Youth Risk Behavior Survey
Allowing kids to get alcohol is dangerous and illegal:

· Keep alcohol in locked cabinets.

· Talk to your older children about not supplying alcohol to their younger siblings or friends.  

· Find out if there will be parental supervision and ensure no alcohol will be available at parties your child will be attending. 

· Never serve alcohol to anyone under 21 and don’t allow children to serve alcohol to others. It is against the law to serve or provide alcohol to underage youth or to allow them to drink alcohol in your home or on other property you control. If you do, you may be prosecuted criminally. The penalty is a fine up to $2,000, imprisonment for up to a year, or both.

· You could be held legally responsible if your child has a few friends over when you are not at home, it develops into a drinking party, and a partygoer injures him or herself as a result.  
· Make sure not to leave your teenagers home alone when you go out of town. Word gets out quickly and a party can develop even without your child’s consent.
For more information, call 617.926.3600 or e-mail wyc@waysideyouth.org
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We are changing thinking about underage drinking. 
Tips adapted from brochures produced by the Bureau of Substance Abuse Services, MA Department of Public Health & the Watertown Youth Coalition.

Funding from the MA Department of Public Health and the U.S Center for Substance Abuse Prevention Drug Free Community Support Program

Watertown Boys and Girls Club
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Everyone wins when kids don’t drink!




