A Timeline of the Healthy Communities Movement
Healthy Communities is an approach to understanding and improving health and wellbeing that is built on decades of work and the thinking of individuals and organizations around the world.  Below is a sampling of local and international events and documents that informed or influenced the development of the Healthy Communities approach across the world.

 
1978
UNICEF/WHO conference and Declaration of Alma Ata 
· A broader definition of health

· Stated a right and duty to participate in planning and implementation of healthcare

· Health related to economic and social development

1984
International Healthy Cities Conference in Canada
· Beginning of an international movement to empower and provide residents a voice in improving the quality of life in their neighborhoods.

1986
First International Conference on Health Promotion/ Charter for Health Promotion
· Strategies: build healthy public policy, create supportive environments, strengthen community action, develop personal skills, reorient health services

1991
Sundsvall Statement on Supportive Environments for Health- Sweden
· The way forward lies in making the environment- the physical environment, the social and economic environment, and the political environment- supportive to health rather than damaging to it.  

1997
Jakarta Declaration on Leading Health Promotion into the 21st century

· Commitment to draw upon widest possible range of resources to tackle health determinants: peace, shelter, education, social security, social relations, food, income, empowerment of women, stable eco-system, sustainable resource use, social justice, respect for human rights, equity and poverty.

· Consolidate and expand partnerships for health

· Increase community capacity and empower the individual

